
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90 Kerby 
Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 8, 2021, by Mayor Louis Theros. 

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, 
Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Joe Ricci and Lev Wood. 

Absent: Neil Sroka (Excused). 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk; Debra 
Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and Operations; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public Safety; John 
Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; and William T. 
Burgess, City Attorney. 

Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Wood motioned, Gillooly seconded to excuse Sroka’s absence. Motion carried. 

Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki presented a report from the Wayne County Board of Canvassers 
regarding the November 2, 2021 General Election results. 

Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki gave the Oath of Office to Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding and 
Donaven who were elected on November 2, 2021. 

Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki gave the Oath of Office to Mayor Theros who was elected on 
November 2, 2021. 

Mayor Theros requested nominations for Mayor Pro Tem. 

Wood nominated Gillooly to serve as Mayor Pro Tem for a term ending November 2023. No other 
nominations were received. 

Mayor Theros closed nominations for Mayor Pro Tem. 

Mayor Theros announced that Gillooly has been nominated to serve as Mayor Pro Tem for a term ending 
November 2023 and requested a voice vote on Gillooly’s nomination. Motion carried. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 8, 2021.  

Mayor Theros motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 8, 
2021. Motion carried. 

Wood motioned, Ricci seconded to temporarily adjourn the City Council and reconvene as the Board 
of Zoning Appeals.  
 
VOTE: YES: Theros, Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci and Wood. NO: None. ABSENT: Sroka. 
Motion carried. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance for 89 Lake 
Shore Road to allow the installation of a sculpture in the required front open space. 

Mr. Fred Alger, owner of 89 Lake Shore Road and applicant, was present to discuss his variance request. 



 
Wood asked the applicant to explain the practical difficulty that will occur if the variance is not granted. 
 
The applicant stated that the practical difficulty is that statue would not be placed on the lake front where it 
could be viewed by himself and the public. 
 
Wood stated that the character and scale of the statue is a concern and that the statue should be placed in 
commercially zoned area. 
 
Konrad-Wilberding stated that the statue is attractive in her opinion but the general public may not agree 
since art is subjective.  
 
Konrad-Wilberding stated that the proposed location of the statue will disrupt the vista of Lake St. Clair from 
the road. 
 
Gillooly asked City Attorney Burgess if there is sufficient evidence of a practical difficulty. 
 
City Attorney Burgess stated there is not sufficient evidence of a practical difficulty. 
 
Gillooly asked City Attorney Burgess if granting the variance would set a precedent. 
 
City Attorney Burgess stated that granting a variance in this case may set a precedent if the facts of the future 
case are similar enough. 
 
President Theros explained to the applicant that five yes votes are needed for the variance to be granted and 
it appears that three of the six members present are not in favor of granting the variance as proposed. 
 
President Theros suggested to the applicant that they ask that the variance request be postponed a month and 
to discuss the variance request with the affected neighbors to get their support in writing. 
 
President Theros asked the applicant whether the stated height of the statue is from the base or the ground.  
 
The applicant stated that the height of the statue base is 2’ and the statue is 12’. 
 
President Theros asked the applicant if they would be willing to accept conditions be added to an approval 
such as a time duration. 
 
The applicant stated they would accept that the variance be granted under the condition that the placement of 
the statue have a time duration. 
 
President Theros opened public comment at 7:45 p.m. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
President Theros closed public comment at 7:45 p.m. 
 
President Theros motioned to postpone the Public Hearing until December 13, 2021. Motion carried. 
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance for 350 
Provencal Road to permit an accessory structure that exceeds 15’ in height.  
 



Arthur S. Hyde, owner of 350 Provencal Road and applicant, was present to explain their request for a 
dimensional variance for 350 Provencal Road to permit an accessory structure that exceeds 15’ in height.  
 
Wood stated that according to the application that the neighboring properties would not be able to see the 
new garage as proposed and that the neighbors have been consulted. 
 
Gillooly thanked the applicant for the detailed plans and photos related to the variance request. 
 
President Theros opened Public Comment at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher Road asked if there would be any expansion of the living quarters. 
 
Through President Theros, the applicant stated there would not be any expansion of the living quarters. 
 
President Theros opened Public Comment at 7:51 p.m.  
 
Ricci motioned, Wood seconded that the appeals application submitted on September 22, 2021 by Arthur 
Hyde for the construction of a replacement Garage/Accessory Building with a height of 19’ be granted 
thereby authorizing the issuance of a building permit to construct a structure that exceeds the maximum 
allowable height of 15’.  

To reach this decision, we have reviewed Matt Baka’s memo dated November 1, 2021, the Applicant’s 
Appeals Application dated September 1, 2021, the detailed review letter from McKenna dated October 29, 
2021 and the Applicant’s comments tonight.  In addition, the existing home at 350 Provencal is a three (3) 
story structure with an existing height of 30’.  The new Garage/Accessory Building would be within scale to 
the existing home.  

Potential factual findings indicate strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in a practical 
difficulty for the user of the property due to: 

The owner has an RV motorhome and trailer which requires extra height in order to be stored inside and out 
of view of the neighborhood. 

The owner/family has enjoyed owning an RV for numerous years and the motor coach is essential to his 
passion of racing cars on weekends. 

If this exception is not granted, the property owners will not be in compliance with City Ordinance Section 
200 regarding the storing of RV’s, trailers and boats etc.  

The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of the Ordinance because: 

1. The variance will not will result in a substantial variation from the requirements of the Ordinance. 

2. The variance will not result in increased population density. 

3. The variance will not adversely affect the government services or the character of the district. 

4. The proposed addition is in harmony with the masonry construction of the predominant type of 
surrounding residences and carriage homes in the district. 

The variance will result in substantial justice being done because: 

1.  The hardship suffered if a variance is not granted would be significant. 



2. There are no other viable alternatives that would obviate the hardship except to store the 
Motorhome and storage trailer outside. 

The proposed variance will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of persons whose property is 
affected by the proposed variance. 

A.  Approval of this variance is subject to the following conditions: 

1. The new garage/accessory building is to be clad in wood siding and will be of the same style as 
the existing house. 

2. The granting of this appeal does not relieve the applicant from compliance of the RV/Boat 
Ordinance or other codes adopted by the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. 

3. The proposed structure is to be located in a manner that would not impact the surrounding 
properties.   

4. The landscape plan as submitted will be incorporated in the final project. 

5. No water, bathroom or kitchen facilities will be permitted to be installed in this building. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals hereby grants the foregoing variance without prejudice or precedence in any 
future or similar appeals. 

VOTE: YES: Theros, Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci and Wood. NO: None. ABSENT: Sroka. 
Motion carried. 

Wood motioned, Konrad-Wilbeding seconded to adjourn the Board of Zoning Appeals and 
reconvene as the City Council.  

VOTE: YES: Theros, Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci and Wood. NO: None. ABSENT: Sroka. 
Motion carried. 

Council heard a presentation regarding the June 30, 2021 Audit and Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report.  

Wood, Chair of the Budget and Audit Committee, Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and 
Operations and Bill Brickey of Plante Moran, City Auditor presented the June 30, 2021 Audit and 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 8:05 p.m. 

No public comment was received. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 8:05 p.m. 

Council considered a request from Administration to amend the Capital Projects Fund budget for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022.  

Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and Operations gave a presentation regarding the request to 
amend the Capital Projects Fund budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022. 

Konrad-Wilberding motioned, Wood seconded to approve an amendment to the Capital Projects Fund 
budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, extending the spending approval granted in the 2020‐2021 
amended budget to the 2021‐2022 budget for the following items: 



Increase capital outlay expenditures to include: 

• Pier Park Gazebo Project, balance $ 74,206 
• Public Safety Vehicles (3) $116,845 
• Fire Vehicle – Engine #3 Replacement $625,114 

Total Increase to Appropriation of Fund Balance $816,165 

Motion carried. 

Council considered the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a resolution regarding Wayne County Annual Permit renewals. 
b. Consideration of a request from the City Controller/Treasurer to approve October 2021 

invoices. 
c. Approval of payment for legal services. 

 
Konrad-Wilberding motioned, Wood seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried.  

Council received the quarterly financial report for three months ended September 30, 2021. 

Council received the October 2021 Public Safety Report. 

Administration and Council discussed the following under other business. 

City Manager Reeside stated the Kerby Road reconstruction process is moving forward and the north side 
will be paved in the coming week. The wearing course will be paved shortly thereafter. 

City Manager Reeside stated that the new Kercheval/Moross Road mast arms, traffic signals and LED 
crossing signals have been delivered. The project will improve vehicle/pedestrian safety and is mostly funded 
by a grant from MDOT. 

Public Service Director Matthew Baka informed Council that the City will be resuming its tree planting 
program this Spring. Mayor Theros asked Baka to see if the City could get pricing for residents to purchase 
trees outside of the right-of-way on private property.  

Ricci requested that Administration consider a spring time sidewalk program. Reeside stated that the program 
was suspended during the DTE gas main project but will resume in 2022. Gillooly informed everyone that 
the rules regarding sidewalk trip and falls will likely change in 2022 and the City needs to be proactive about 
repairing sidewalks to reduce increased liability. 

Stephen Theil, 474 Calvin Road, stated a complaint against the Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety 
Department related to a traffic stop. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

X
Derrick Kozicki
Assistant City Manager and City Clerk

 

X
Louis Theros
Mayor



 


